First Contact

Example letter: Control group

Dear Dr Studelieder, 
You may be aware of the Cochrane Collaboration, a world wide collaboration with the goals of preparing, maintaining and making accessible up-to-date systematic reviews of the effects of health care. As part of the Cochrane Everyday Ailments and Annoyances Group a systematic review is being undertaken in the effectiveness of xampal in the treatment of Lakov-Ezdee’s disease. I am writing on behalf of our collaborative team regarding the following published study which is being included in this review:

Studelieder, D., Trigh-Liszt, N.E., Urthawan, N.  The effect of oral xampal on Lakov-Ezdee’s disease: A randomised placebo-controlled trial.  Journal of Controlled Trials. 1992;31:196-203.

In order to represent your study adequately in our meta-analysis we need additional information and hope you can help us.  We would greatly appreciate if you could provide us with the some information on the trial.

1. Would you be able to provide us the number of patients, mean and standard deviation or standard error for the number of days off work for both the treatment and control groups.

2. We would also like information which would allow us to classify the study according to our methodological criteria.  Could you confirm whether the randomisation of patients to their treatment/control group was concealed from the person responsible for the randomisation process?  Who was blinded in the trial (for example patients, investigators, assessors)?

If you have any further questions regarding our requests, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you very much for considering this request.

Yours sincerely

Ima Revyuer

