First Contact


Example letter: Experimental group request





Dear Dr Studelieder,





I hope you received a letter from me a short while ago concerning a systematic review of xampal for the treatment of the common cold which is being prepared under the auspices of the Cochrane Collaboration. We are including the following published study:





Studelieder, D., Trigh-Liszt, N.E., Urthawan, N.  The effect of oral xampal on Lakov-Ezdee’s disease: A randomised placebo-controlled trial.  Journal of Controlled Trials. 1992;31:196-203.





The Cochrane review process follows explicit methods. These relate, for example, to the strategies for identifying relevant studies and including these in the review, as well as data extraction and data synthesis.





The attached details have been obtained from your paper. Where it has not been possible to obtain the necessary information from the given text or illustrations, some items have been marked “UNCLEAR” or “MISSING”. In order to facilitate the review process we would greatly appreciate it if you could examine the extracted information and inform us of





1. Any errors or misinterpretations in the extracted data. Please state clearly your reasons for believing that the information extracted is wrong.





2. Any information you have available which is currently described as “UNCLEAR” or “MISSING”.





Any information you are able to provide will be gratefully acknowledged in the published review. Even if the data are not available, please let me know as failure to collect the data should be noted in the review.





Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the review, or this letter. Your assistance in this important health issue will help us in our aim of presenting and synthesising the worldwide randomised evidence with regards to the use of xampal in the treatment of Lakov-Ezdee’s disease.











Yours sincerely








Ima Refyuer





Encs:	Data extracted from study





