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Sir Walter Fletcher

Elected Fellow of Royal Society for
work on biochemistry of muscle
contraction.

Appointed First Secretary (Head)
of Medical Research Committee.

In post for 20 years.

Oversaw transition to Medical
Research Council (MRC) set up by
Royal Charter in 1920 and
guaranteed independence from any
government department.
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THE SCHEME OF RESEARCH - November 1913

Type of Research: extension of medical knowledge – the
actual field of research is not limited

Method of Conducting the Research:

1 investigators of highest class in permanent employ of scheme,
devoting whole time to research

2 skilled investigators in permanent or temporary employ of
scheme engaged in procuring material clinically or otherwise

3 Individual investigators not in employ of scheme helped with
money or otherwise for researches coordinated with research
under the scheme

4 Statistical Department: mainly consist of persons in the
permanent employment of the scheme — statistical
investigations useful either as a preliminary to research or
confirmatory of its results.
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John Brownlee

Studied mathematics, natural
philosophy and medicine in
Glasgow, then public health in
Cambridge

Appointed Director of MRC’s
‘Statistical Department’ in 1914

Administrative principle: ‘never (or
hardly ever) reply to letters‘

Died suddenly from
bronchopneumonia in 1927.

papers on tuberculosis (phthisis)
and periodicity of epidemics
(measles)
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Studied medicine, soon turned to
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Appointed resident statistician in
Lister Institute

After war work, became senior
statistical officer at Ministry of
Health

Chaired MRC ‘Statistical
Committee’ from 1921
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Austin Bradford Hill

Wanted to study medicine but
prevented by WWI

invalided out in 1919, took
correspondence degree in
economics

Greenwood helped him to get MRC
funding to examine high mortality
in young adults in rural areas

Attended Karl Pearson’s lectures at
UCL

Succeeded Greenwood in 1945:
name change to Statisical Research
Unit in 1948
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Richard Doll

Medically trained but interested in
mathematics. Read Fisher’s Statistical
Methods for Research Workers.

1937 article for St. Thomas’s Hospital
Gazette.

“ Were physicians to abide more strictly
to the rules of statistics they would find
it very much easier to assess the values
of their methods of treatment.”

Most honoured for work with Hill on
smoking and cancer.
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